
  

Aki ra  Kobayash i  d iscusses  how Bon sa i  i s  the  master  cra f t i ng  

 

Bonsa i ,  mos t  o f  us  may  have  heard  th i s  

word  in  a  b l ock  b us t e r  mov ie  kara te  k id  

whe re  you  can  see  the  mas t er  o f  

Ka ra te   M r  M iyag i  educa t ing  the  ma in  

charac t e r  abou t  t he  a r t  o f  ka ra te  wh i l e  

cu l t i va t i ng  h i s  own  bons a i .  

Bonsa i  i s  a  Japanese  a r t  f o rm us ing  

cu l t i va t i on  t echn iques  to  p roduce ,  i n  

con ta ine rs ,  sma l l  t rees  tha t  m im ic  t he  

shape  and  sca le  o f  f u l l  s i ze  t r ees .  

Though the  word  has  been  used  in  a  

wes t e rn  cu l t u re  as  t o  desc r ibe  “decora t ion  

o f  a  p lan t ” ,  we  found  ou t  t h rough  th i s  

i n t e r v iew t ha t  t he re  i s  much  more  to  i t .  

We spoke  to  Ak i r a  Kobayash i  a  f ounde r  o f  Bonsa i  i k i  an d  a lso  a  mas te r  

o f  bonsa i  who  hav e  been  c ra f t i ng  t he  a r t  f o r  over10  yea rs  abou t  h i s  wo rk  

and  the  na t u re  o f  bonsa i .  

Bo rn  in  1973 ,  Ak i ra  now L ives  i n  To t suka-ku ,  Yokohama in  Kanagawa 

Pre fec t u re  Per f ec t ing  h i s  a r t  i n  a  da i l y  bas is .  

S t a r t i ng  f r om ear l y  2000s  he  has  be en  runn ing  a  pop  up  s to re  in  a  f amous  

s to res  such  a t  Yok ohama Takash imay a ,  N ihon bash i  Taka sh imay a ,  Tokyu  

Ma in  S to re ,  e t c  

W i t h  ex tens ive  expe r ience  a nd  med ia  cove rage  by  loca l  Japanese  TV,  

h i s  worksh op  has  a l so  be en  a  common  p lac e  fo r  Bons a i  ne wb ies  and  

en thus ias t s .  

 

A k i r a  K o b a y a s h i  

a  f o u n d e r  o f  B o n s a i  i k i  



Ak i ra  sha red  w i th  us :  “My  s t y le  o f  

bonsa i  i s  no t  t r ad i t i ona l  bo ns a i  t h a t  

i s  d i f f i cu l t  and  comp lex  to  cu l t i va te ,  

bu t  I  am  more  foc used  on  adap t ing  

th i s  Japanese  t rad i t i on  is  t o  t he 

modern  l i f es t y le .  Hence  my  des ign  

speak s  on  tha t  modern  na tu re .  

My  bonsa i  i s  t a i lo red  to  a  des ign  

tha t  can  be  d i sp layed  i n  bo th  

Japanese  and  Wes t e rn  r ooms . ”  

He  con t i nued  “T rea t ed  w i th  moun ta in  moss ,  makeup g rave l ,  e t c . ,  you  can  

fee l  t he  na t u ra l  s c ene ry  f r om ou r  da i l y  l i ves  such  garde n ,  and  t he  f ou r  

seasons  o f  sp r ing  to  w in te r  in  t he  room.  

Eve ry  one  who  purchase  a  des igne d  bonsa i  t hough  the  mot i ve  may  va ry  

i t  i s  un ique  t ha t  my  s t y le  o f  des igned  bonsa i  t r ees  a re  common ly  

pu rchase  by  women  w i th  a  g rea t  t as te  and  sense  o f  embrac ing  na t u re  

a round  them.  As  a  r esu l t  A  p a lm-s i ze d  bons a i  t r ee  has  be en  we l l  r ece ived  

and  been  one  o f  t he  popu la r  one  o f  ou r  ca ta logue .  

I  wou ld  love  fo r  more  peop le  f r om a l l  over  t he  wor l d  t o  have  t he 

oppo r tun i t y  t o  come  in  con tac t  w i t h  t rad i t i o na l  Japanese  bonsa i  t h rough  

ou r  Pop-up  s t o res  cen te red  on  depar t ment  s to res ,  ac t i v i t i es  cen te red  on  

workshops  and  e t c .  

For  t h i s ,  t he  keyword  tha t  I  am  par t i cu la r l y  pass iona t e  abou t  sp read ing  

i s  [ Le t ’s  Bonsa i ] .  

I  say  t h is  beca use  I  be l i eve  th is  ene rgy  o f  seem ing ly  easy  t o  acc ess  w i th  

such  phrase  w i l l  b r ing  more  unde rs tand ing  t o  peo p le  t ha t  i t  i s  no t  

some th ing  tha t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  o r  somet h ing  o ld  peop le  do  o r  even  nerdy  bu t  

once  y ou  ge t  t o  k now i t ,  i t  i s  a  who le  new ar t  f o rm t ha t  can  en r i ch  ou r  

l i ves  and  b r ing  c a lmness  to  our  day  to  day . ”  

We cou ld  no t  end  the  in te r v ie w w i thou t  ask ing  one  qu ick  t i p  on  what  one  

shou ld  cons ide r  when exp lo r ing  to  ge t  i n to  bonsa i .  

Ak i r a  sha red  w i th  us :  “To  g ive  some spec i f i cs ,  f i r s t ,  bonsa i  i s  no t  j us t  a  

sma l l  t ree  p lan ted  in  a  po t .  A  word  bon  means  “a  vesse l ”  and  s a i  means  



na tu re .  Toge ther ,  na tu re  in  a  v esse l .  I  t h ink  t ha t  t he  hear t  o f  modern  

peop le  w i l l  be  enr i ched  th rough  the  use  o f  bonsa i  and  t ak ing  in  c omfor t  

and  hea l ing .  Bons a i  s lows  down  the  fas t  pace  o f  l i f e ,  and  i f  you  a re  

consc ious ly  connec t ed  to  na t u re ,  i t  w i l l  he lp  you  t o  re l i ev e  the  s t r ess  o f  

modern  l i f es t y les  t ha t  r equ i r e  speed .  

Eve rybody  dese rves  the i r  own na tu re  i n  a  vesse l .  

Tha t  i s  why  I  con t inue  t o  open  Pop-up  shops  and  ho ld  wo rkshops  in  many 

d i f f e ren t  p laces . ”  

Acco rd ing  to  Ak i r a  t he  key  to  

cu l t i va t i ng  a  Bonsa i  i s  t o  cu l t i va te  i t  

i n  a  f o rm  tha t  r ep resen ts  t he  ba lanc e  

o f  na tu re .  The  Y in  and  Yang  wh ich  is  

t he  o r ig i n  o f  Feng  Shu i ,  s ta tes  t ha t  

t he re  a re  f i ve  bas ic  e lemen ts  o f  l i f e ,  

two  o f  wh ich  a re  t rees  and  so i l .  

Bonsa i  r epresen t  t hose  t r ees  and  

so i l  t ha t  ba lanc es  you r  su r round ings  

and  channe l  pos i t i v e  a tmosphe re .  

Bonsa i  may  j us t  be  the  r i gh t  so lu t i o n  t o  no t  on ly  i nd iv idua ls  in  J apan  bu t  

wor ld  w ide  wh ere  many  a re  f ac ing  s t ress  re la ted  hea l t h  i ssue .  

I f  you  a re  in te res ted  in  bons a i ,  Ak i ra   r ecommends  fo r  beg inne rs ,  t he 

“Modern  Bonsa i ”  r a t he r  t han  the  t r ad i t i ona l  f o rmat .  

You  can  f ind  o u t  more  abou t  ak i t as  wo rk  f r om h is  commun i t y  page :  

h t t ps : / / www. facebook .com/ bonsa iy a i k i 5884 /  
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